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$3.2B county budget includes spending hikes 


Increase of 6.4% features employee raises, 
bumps to flood control and public health 


By Zach Despart 
STAFF WRITER 


Harris County Commissioners 
Court approved a $3.2 billion gen- 
eral fund budget Tuesday, which 
includes a 2 percent raise for em- 


ployees and modest spending 
boosts for the sheriff, public 
health and pollution control de- 
partments. 

The $198 million in new spend- 
ing, which court members ap- 
proved unanimously, represents 


a 6.4 percent increase over the 
current budget. 

Court members also set a Har- 
ris County Flood Control District 
budget of $718.5 million, a 14 per- 
cent increase over the current 
year. More than half of that total 
will come from the $2.5 billion 
flood infrastructure bond voters 
approved in 2017. 

County Judge Lina Hidalgo 


called the budget imperfect but 
more reflective of the needs of the 
county than when she took office 
a year ago. 

“It was a much more thorough 
process than it has been histori- 
cally, in terms of what was pre- 
sented to us,” Hidalgo said. “The 
big step that’s missing is true evi- 
dence-based budgeting.” 

Hidalgo, who wants the bud- 


geting process to be more focused 
on performance-based metrics, 
had urged department heads to 
make ambitious funding propos- 
als. They took that advice to heart 
and pitched a total of $114 million 
in increases, far above the addi- 
tional $50 million the budget of- 

fice estimated was available. 
Harris County Public Health 
Budget continues on A15 


SANDERS CLAIMS WIN 
IN CLOSE N.H. PRIMARY 


In what was a mostly too-close-to-call race, Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., claimed a win Tuesday in New Hampshire. 


By Steve Peoples, 
Kathleen Ronayne 
and Hunter Woodall 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MANCHESTER, N.H. — Ber- 
nie Sanders held a narrow lead 
over Pete Buttigieg in the New 
Hampshire Democratic prima- 
ry Tuesday night as the two 
men from different genera- 
tions and wings of their party 
battled for front-runner status 
in the chaotic nomination fight 
to take on President Donald 
Trump. 


m 


Buttigieg nabs second in tight race; 
Klobuchar has breakout performance 


as Biden, Warren fall behind 


After essentially tying in Io- 
wa last week, the strong show- 
ings from Buttigieg and Sand- 
ers cemented their status at 
the top of the 2020 Democratic 
field. And an unexpectedly 
strong performance from Amy 
Klobuchar gave her a stronger 
path out of New Hampshire as 
the contest moves on to the 
gantlet of state-by-state prima- 


ry contests that lie ahead. 

The strength of Sanders and 
Buttigieg was matched in re- 
verse by the struggle of former 
Vice President Joe Biden, who 
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spent most of the last year as 
the Democrats’ national front- 
runner but fled New Hamp- 
shire hours before polls closed 
anticipating a bad finish. With 
final returns ahead, he was 


competing for fourth place 
with Elizabeth Warren, a dis- 
appointing turn for the sena- 
tor from neighboring Massa- 
chusetts. 

N.H. continues on A13 


Prosecutors quit Stone case after intervention 


By Katie Benner and 
Sharon LaFraniere 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — Four prose- 
cutors withdrew Tuesday from 
the case of Roger Stone, the long- 
time friend of President Donald 
Trump, after Trump criticized 
the case as a “miscarriage of jus- 
tice” and senior Justice Depart- 
ment officials intervened to rec- 
ommend a more lenient sen- 
tence for Stone. 

The highly unusual move 
prompted one of the govern- 


ment’s key prosecutors to resign 
altogether. 

Federal prosecutors in Wash- 
ington had asked a judge late 
Monday to sentence Stone to sev- 
en to nine years in prison for try- 
ing to sabotage a congressional 
investigation to protect the presi- 
dent. 

As he did after a jury speedily 
convicted Stone on seven felony 
charges in November, Trump at- 
tacked federal law enforcement 
officials, saying “the real crimes 
were on the other side.” 

Stone continues on A14 
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Teachers 
unions 
censure 
lockdown 
drilling 


They say resources 
instead should focus 
on mental health, 
threat assessment 


By Shelby Webb 
and Andrea Zelinski 
STAFF WRITERS 


The nation’s largest teachers’ 
unions want to end active shooter 
drills while students are in class, 
contending the practice can trig- 
ger trauma instead of confidence 
in a crisis. 

Schools should focus on train- 
ing faculty and staff and pour re- 
sources into threat assessment 
programs, mental health officers, 
physical security and improving 
school climate, according to a 
white paper released Tuesday 
from the American Federation of 
Teachers, National Educators As- 
sociation and Everytown for Gun 


“Unfortunately, 
(lockdown drills) will be 
a new social norm, 
because if we don’t train 
them, they wowt know 
what to do if the real 
thing happens.” 


Craig Straw, Texas City ISD’s director 
of security and school safety 


Safety Support Fund. 

If schools do choose to do lock- 
down or active shooter drills, the 
groups wrote, they should omit 
simulations that mimic actual in- 
cidents, give parents advance no- 
tice and announce the drills be- 
fore they begin. 

“Unfortunately, (lockdown 
drills) will be a new social norm, 
because if we don’t train them, 
they won’t know what to do if the 
real thing happens,” said Craig 
Straw, Texas City ISD’s director of 
security and school safety. 

About 95 percent of schools 
across the country hold drills to 
prepare students and teachers for 
the possibility of a campus shoot- 
ing, according to the National 
Center for Education Statistics. 

The call to rethink active shoot- 
er drills comes after several life- 
like simulations in schools have 

Lockdowns continues on A15 
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